
ingredients capable of producing the effects claimed," In
March, 1921, judgment of condemnation and forfeiture was
entered and the Edward G. Binz Co., having entered an
appearance as claimant, the court released the product to the
company on payment of the costs of the proceedings and the
execution of a bond, conditioned in part that the product be
relabeled under the supervision of the Department of Agri¬
culture.—[Notice of Judgment  0.9338; issued Sept. 24,1921.]

Kalina Tablets.—A quantity of Kalina Tablets were shipped
in part by J. M. Rutkowski, Buffalo,  . Y., and in part by
the Kalina Co., Buffalo,  . Y., in May, October and Decem¬
ber, 1920. The Bureau of Chemistry reported that analysis
showed the tablets to consist essentially of plant extractives

ICALIINA TABLETS
Will give you robust health, visroivbeauty and make
you fcfel like an angel. -, Nu more .Constipation,
Indigestion, BHlonsnese, Piles or any ill» caused by
Impure blood. Send 25o and receive Kalina THbletâ
by return mail. The Kalina Co., Ballalo,  . Y.

ffeyyto tjteteptain Book with

including cascara, aloes, pepper and strychnin. Some of the
claims made on or in the trade package for these tablets
were:

"Health Restorer For . . . Nervousness, Palpitation of the
Heart, Female Troubles, Catarrh, Liver and Kidney Diseases, Headache."

"A Great Blood purifier."
"For Tired Feeling, Dizziness, Poor Appetite, Piles, Pimples on Face,

Skin Troubles and all Blood Disorders.'*

These and a multitude of similar claims were declared
false and fraudulent and in April, 1921, judgment of con¬
demnation and forfeiture was entered and the court ordered
that the product be destroyed.— [Notice of Judgment No,
9337; issued Sept 24, 1921.]

Howell's Lymphine Tablets.—In February and August,
1920, Charles H. Howell & Co., New York, shipped a quan¬
tity of Howell's Lymphine Tablets which the federal authori¬
ties declared were misbranded. An analysis made by the
Bureau of Chemistry disclosed that the pills consisted essen¬
tially of iron (ferrous) carbonate, nux vomica, aloes, and
phosphorus. Some of the claims made for these pills were:

"Restore nerve and brain tissues.'*
"Relieve all form of weakness

. .

. not only alleviate but in many
cases cure mental and physical diseases . . . such as Neurasthenia
or Nervous Prostration, Depleted Nerve Force, Impoverished or Impure
Blood, Diseases of the Digestive or Eliminative System, Nervous Dys¬
pepsia, Female Disorders attendant on the Change of Life, Irregularities
of Uterine Troubles generally, etc."

"Improve vital powers in both sexes."
"Of inestimable value to sufferers from locomotor ataxia."

Restore your lost nerve force by using-
HOW ELLS*

LymphineTABLETS
and obtain new life. K"very inch of improvement
comea to stay. Guaranteed free from ^narcotic
drugs. Write for our New Book. Kacll package
containing FIT,!, SO DATS' TREATMKNT. By
mail it. 0. II. HOWKLLS & CO., 50 Church st..
New York City. Sold, by all leading druggist^.

These claims, naturally, were declared false and fraudulent
"in that the said article contained no ingredient or combina¬
tion of ingredients capable of producing the curative and
therapeutic effects claimed." In April, 1921, judgment of con¬
demnation and forfeiture was entered and the court ordered
that the product be destroyed.— [Notice of Judgment No.
9308; issued Sept. 24, 1921.]

Wampole's Phosphorus, Nux and Damiana.—A quantity of
a product labeled "Phosphorus, Nux and Damiana" con¬

signed by Henry S. Wampole Co., Baltimore, and shipped in
June and July, 1920, was declared misbranded. Analysis
showed that the preparation consisted of the three drugs

named. The charge of misbranding was brought because of
the claims made for the preparation. The article was labeled
in part :

"For an exhausted nervous system, Nervous weakness & Lost Vitality,
Impotence, Insomnia, Hysteria, Nervous Depression and other Diseases
of the Brain & Nerves Of Both Sexes."

"Renewing Strength, Restoring Lost Vitality and Increasing All The
Physical Powers."

These claims were declared "false, fraudulent and mis¬
leading" and applied "with a knowledge of their falsity for
the purpose of defrauding purchasers." In December, 1920,
judgment of condemnation and forfeiture was entered and
the court ordered that the product be destroyed.—[Notice of
Judgment No. 9322; issued Sept. 24, 1921.]

THE PREVALENCE OF INTESTINAL PROTOZOA
AND RELATED ORGANISMS IN PORTO RICO

To the Editor:\p=m-\During the summer of 1921, I had an
opportunity to examine the stools of a number of natives in
Porto Rico who were not suffering from intestinal distur-
bances and very few of whom had ever been away from the
island. Specimens from fifty-five persons were obtained
through the kindness of Drs. Hern\l=a'\ndezand Morales of the
Sanidad in San Juan; from fourteen persons with the aid of
Dr. R. B. Hill at Quebradillas, and from fourteen persons
at the Presbyterian Hospital at Santurce. These specimens
were examined within six hours after they were passed and
usually within two hours. A small piece of fecal material
was emulsified in distilled water on a slide, and nearby
another portion of the stool was rubbed up in an aqueous
solution of iodin with 2 per cent, potassium iodid. A single
cover glass was then placed on the two drops. Living, motile
organisms and cysts were looked for in the unstained area,
and stained specimens in the portion mixed with the iodin
solution. About fifteen minutes were devoted to the examina¬
tion of each slide, and only one preparation was studied
from each stool. By this method it was not expected that
all the parasites present would be observed, since experience
has shown that two, three or more samples must be examined
from one case from stools passed at different times before
the species of intestinal protozoa present can be determined
with any degree of certainty ; but a general idea of the
prevalence of these organisms was obtained, and this was
the object of the undertaking.

The number of persons examined was 83; the number found
to be infected, 75. The organisms and the number of cases
in which they were found were: Blastocystis hominis, 36;
Endameba coli, 30 ; Endameba histolytica, 10 ; Endolimax nana,
6; Iodamcba bütschlii, 5; Giardia intestinalis, 8; Trichomonas
hominis, 3; Chilomastix mesnili, 3; Spirochaeta eugyrata, 1.

As might be expected from what we already know of intes¬
tinal protozoa, the motile flagellates were all found in loose
stools. A rather large percentage of cases contained motile
amebas mostly in formed stools. Of these there were five
with E. coli and one with E. histolytica. Double and triple
infections with different species of protozoa and with pro¬
tozoa and worms of various species were the rule, but there
was apparently nothing significant in the combinations
observed.

The vital statistics of Porto Rico prepared by the com¬
missioner of health include data that are of peculiar interest
with relation to intestinal parasites. The commissioner's
annual report indicates an average annual mortality of 24
per thousand inhabitants. Infant mortality accounts for 44.71
per cent, of the general mortality. This is due principally
to four causes: (1) congenital debility, (2) rickets, (3)
infantile tetanus and (4) enteritis, under 5 years. Diarrhea
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and enteritis are the reported causes of almost one third of
these deaths. The various types of enteritis are not distin¬
guished in the commissioner's report, but the importance of
this condition indicates a vital need for investigation. The
situation is very favorable for the study of the relation of
protozoa to intestinal disturbances which will help determine
the degree of pathogenicity of the various species. It is
hoped that some one will be able to take advantage of the
wonderful opportunity presented by the prevalence of intes¬
tinal protozoa in Porto Rico to carry on investigations that
may lead to a better knowledge of the rôle these parasites
play in cases of diarrhea and enteritis, and to a general
advance in the hygienic conditions on the island.

Robert W. Hegner, Ph.D., Baltimore.
Associate Professor of Protozoology,

School of Hygiene and Public
Health, Johns Hopkins University.

EARLY REFERENCES TO CANCER
To the Editor:\p=m-\Cancer is not mentioned in the cuneiform

texts. The Authorized Version has canker in 2 Tim. 2, 17:
Their word will eat as doth a canker. The Latin Bible
renders cancer, but the Greek original has gangrene, and this
has been substituted for canker in the Revised Version. The
Authorized Version gives gangrene in the margin. Greek
\g=g\[unk]\g=g\\g=g\\g=r\\g=a\\g=i\\g=n\\g=a\is derived from \g=g\\g=r\\g=a\[unk]\g=n\\g=e\\g=i\\g=n\,to eat, to gnaw. The Arabic
names for cancer are sarat\l=a^\n,which denotes a crab, and
\l=a'\kilah,which means eating. Sart\l=a^\nis used also in Syriac
and modern Hebrew. In modern Arabic, ri'\l=a^\yahis used for
itching, gangrene and cancer. Some of the great Arabic
dictionaries, which were compiled after the last crusade
(1270), state that sarat\l=a^\nis "a black-biliary tumor which
begins like an almond, and smaller; and when it becomes
large, there appear on it veins, red and green, resembling the
legs of a crab (sarat\l=a^\n).There is no hope for its cure; and
it is treated medicinally only in order that it may not
increase." They also say that "this disease sometimes affects
a man in his fauces, having relation to the blood and resem¬

bling the dubáilah," (i. e., a perforating ulcer). "Some say
it is the disease called dâ'-al-fîl." (i. e., elephantiasis). We
know now that the filarial form of elephantiasis is due to
very slender parasitic worms (Filaria sanguinis-hominis). It
may be spread by the agency of mosquitoes. The ancients
could not distinguish between melanosarcoma, gangrene,
noma, perforating ulcer of the foot, pachydermia, nevus

araneus, etc.
In the story of the Egyptian plagues (which was written

about 500 B. C.) soot is said to have produced swellings
breaking into ulcers, not boils breaking forth with blains, as the
Authorized Version renders in Exodus 9, 10. The English
Bible also has ashes of the furnace instead of soot, but the
word used in the Hebrew original means soot. The Greek Bible
has   ß   ;, soot. The epithelioma seen in chimney-sweeps is
supposed to be due to the irritating action of soot on the skin
But the sixth Egyptian plague was neither soot cancer nor

bubonic plague nor smallpox nor anthrax (splenic fever) ;
it refers to furunculosis orientalis, i. e., tropical ulcers on

the face, neck, hands, arms and feet, known as Biskra button,
Aleppo boil, Delhi sore, Bagdad date-mark, &c. They last
about a year and leave ugly scars. They are due to minute
parasites (Helcosoma tropicum) which are very similar to
the Leishman-Donovan bodies constantly found in certain
tropical fevers, especially in Indo-Burma. They seem to be
transmitted

.

by bedbugs. The Leishman-Donovan-Wright
bodies were not discovered before the beginning of the present
century. The words "and upon beasts" in Exod. 9, 9.10
represent a later addition. Paul Haupt, Baltimore.

Queries and Minor Notes

Anonymous Communications and queries on postal cards will not
be noticed. Every letter must contain the writer's name and address,'
but these will be omitted, on request.

CONVERSE TREATMENT FOR EPILEPSY
To the Editor:—If you can, please advise me of the composition of

the "Converse Treatment for Epilepsy" made by the Converse Co.,
30 Smith Plane Ave., Columbus, Ohio; proprietor Herbert E. Sanderson.

R. W. Thompson, M.D., Wesleyville, Pa.

To the Editor:—The enclosed treatment for epilepsy was brought to
my attention by one of my patients. Can you furnish me any informa¬
tion regarding the same? c M Swindler, M.D., Pittsburgh.

To the Editor:—Please advise if you have any information concerning
the Converse Treatment for epilepsy sold by the Converse Treatment Co.,
Columbus, Ohio. If you have no information concerning the above
preparation please advise how I may obtain an analysis of the same.

C. A. Douthut, Clayton, N. M.
Field Agent, U. S. Public Health Service.

Answer.—The Converse treatment, with a number of other
alleged cures for epilepsy, was investigated a few years ago
and an article published on this nostrum in the Propaganda
department of The Journal, April 24, 1915. The matter has
been reprinted in full in the pamphlet "Epilepsy Cures" (15
cents). A condensed report of the American Medical Asso¬
ciation Chemical Laboratory on this preparation reads :

Essentially each 100 c.c. of the solution contains about 7.3 gm. ammo¬
nium bromid, 5 gm. calcium bromid and 8.7 gm. potassium bromid. Cal¬
culating from the bromid determination, each dose 1 teaspoonful (1
fluidram) contains the equivalent of 14.5 grains of potassium bromid*
or each daily dose (4 teaspoonfuls) corresponds to 58.0 gr., potassium
bromid.

RESULTS OF EXPOSURE TO OXYGEN DEFICIENCY
To the Editor:—I have read with interest and appreciation Haggard

and Henderson's article on "The Treatment of Carbon Monoxid Poison¬
ing" (The Journal, Oct. 1, 1921, p. 1065). While it covered very
completely the stage or condition of poisoning that it was intended to
cover, namely, asphyxia, there has come under my observation another
stage or sequela of carbon monoxid poisoning concerning which there
is practically no information to be had, either in textbooks or medical
journals. Either this condition referred to does not exist pathologically,
or else no effort by those competent to do so has been made to discover
it. The symptomatology is the best description of this form of apparent
monoxid poisoning that I am able to give.

Before going farther with this subject, I should state that Pittsburg
is in the center of the large Kansas coal field, employing in this disr
trict approximately 12,000 coal diggers. Many cases of gas poisoning:
occur here annually and are of two varieties; monoxid poisoning follow¬
ing explosions which occur quite frequently during the fall, winter and
spring, and which are usually fatal, and dioxid poisoning, which is
occurring almost constantly in spite of the most approved methods of
ventilation. Men work in the latter form of poisoned air for days,sometimes weeks, leaving the mine, at the end of the day's work, with a
splitting headache and sometimes slight nausea, whicii wears off duringthe night, the man returning again in the morning to his work only to
repeat the same experience; at length, he becomes incapacitated for
work and about this time he consults the physician. His symptoms,
varying according to the length of time the exposure has existed, almost
always include headache, coated tongue, loss of appetite, and constipation.There is usually trembling of the fingers and tongue, when the latter
is protruded. Almost all of these patients suffer from dyspnea, and this
is true even when careful auscultation fails to discover râles in the lungs
or valvular lesion of the heart. There is seldom pain anywhere, the
most frequent and persistent subjective symptoms being weakness and
inability to work; these symptoms continue for weeks and months in
men who, up to the time of exposure to the poison, had reputations for
energy and industry, and took pride in the large amount of coal theycould produce. Some of these patients present a condition very muchlike miasmatic or malarial poisoning, but antimalarial agents do them no
good, although there is plainly derangement of the liver, spleen and the
digestive organs generally.

Is there a special or peculiar pathology following prolonged exposure
to poisonous gas, and is it to be found in the blood, nerve centers or
elsewhere? A j DoDDSf M.Di> Pittsburg, Kan.

Answer.—It is probable that when our correspondent
speaks of carbon dioxid poisoning he refers to what miners
call "black damp." "Black damp" was formerly supposed to
owe its effects chiefly to carbon dioxid. It has been shown,
however, that these effects are in reality much more largely
due to deficiency of oxygen. "Black damp" is essentially air
in which by various chemical processes (reaction with iron
pyrites, coal, etc.) the oxygen has been greatly reduced. In
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